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From the committee 


At this stage we will not restart indoor events until mid-2021. We will continue with Zoom events, partly due to a 
capacity limit of 20 for the Botanic Gardens meeting room. Excursions for 2021 are underway and Fauna Group surveys 
have restarted. Watch out for the regular emails, check on the club website and follow us on Facebook for information 
and login details. 


Annual General Meeting—Members Night—Tuesday 6 April at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 
Jess Lill (CCMA)—Victorian Volcanic Plains Grassy Eucalypt Project & Ammie Jackson (DELWP)—The Linear 
Reserves Project: Protecting and Enhancing Natural Temperate Grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plains. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 4 May at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 


Matt Montemurro—Marine mammals of Victoria’s southwest coast. 








In the last few months we have welcomed to the club 


Glenn Cameron, Lara; Fiona van den Pennen, Lara; Cathryn Ferencz, Ocean Grove; Melanie and Guy Le Page, 
Queenscliff; Jessica and Keith Lill, Belmont; April Baragwanath, Newtown; Suzanne Hudgell, Clifton Springs; Louise 
McLaren, Leopold; Helayna Sullivan, Point Lonsdale; Cathy and Russell Lane, Barwon Heads; Jacinta Harrison, 
Newcomb; Cassandra Twomey, Barwon Heads; Genna Burrows, Kensington; Jenny Featonby, Grovedale; Lisa Powell, 
Point Lonsdale;Demi Babaniaris, Geelong; Barbara and Malcolm Murphy, Highton. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 














GFNC membership renewals 


A reminder that 2021 membership fees are due by the end of April. As of the end of March just over half of our 
memberships have been renewed and paid. All members should have received either an email or a letter earlier 
this year with details. 


If you did not receive notification from us, please contact us at info@gfnc.org.au, 
or just pay as the details and fees are the same as last year. 











Geelong Naturalist issues unavailable in print 


Please note that due to equipment damage at the Gordon Printery, the Geelong Naturalist will not appear in print form 
while other printing options are being investigated. 








Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 26 April 2021 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg —to the editor. 
The editor for the May edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow, morrowjane5@gmail.com 








Geelong Naturalist and Geelong Bird Report on Trove 
Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are downloadable from Trove. 


The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/Geelong Naturalist. The Geelong Bird Report is at bit.ly/BirdReport 








Obtain your username and password to log into the GFNC website 


www.gfnc.org.au 


The site is open to anyone to visit, but you need to log in to add records. 


Contact info@gfnc.org.au to receive your user name. You can then create your own password. 








The photo on the front cover, by Karyn Brown, shows the wonderful colours of an Emperor Gum Moth Opodiphthera 
eucalypti larva/caterpillar, observed at Wooloomanata 25/3/21 (see the Excursion report pp.15—16). 


On the back cover is a Rose Robin, photographed by Kellie Clitheroe on 28/3/21 at Distillery Creek picnic ground (see 
also the March bird observations—some highlights report on pp. 19—20). 








Committee report 2020 


verview 

As the positions of President and Vice-President 
remained vacant in 2020, we again have a Committee 
Report with input from various committee members and 
group leaders. On behalf of the club, the committee 
wishes to thank all members who have contributed to, 
and participated in, club activities during the last year. As 
well as those people in formal committee positions and 
subcommittee chairs, this includes group coordinators; 
presenters; excursion leaders; Geelong Naturalist (GN) 
editors, proof-readers and mailers; those who prepared 
environmental submissions to councils and other bodies; 
and those who participated in surveys. Without your 
support the club could not function. 


Two club members were externally recognised. Craig 
Morley was awarded the 2020 Australian Natural History 
Medallion for his sustained and long-tern contribution to 
ornithology, conservation, and education. Rob Beardsley 
was ‘Highly Commended’ by the Victorian Environment 
Friends Network for his committed leadership in 
coordinating Boneseeding work in our patch of the You 
Yangs. 


The club remains in a healthy financial position. We are 
canvassing ideas for how to best spend our surplus 
funds. See the Treasurer’s Report (p. 6) for details. 


Membership 

Despite the COVID-19 curtailment of our outdoor 
activities and replacement of our face-to-face gatherings 
with Zoom meetings, our membership numbers increased 
by 10 per cent to 283—46 new members more than 
covered the number of non-renewing ones. 


The increase was mainly in Ordinary and Student 
members, although the latter group historically do not 
always renew after they complete their studies and move 
away. In 2020, fewer members did not renew than in 
2019, but still more than we would like. 


Sadly, Vern Cohen, Bev Wheeler, Trevor Bruhn (a 
member since 1968), and Colin Cannard all passed away 
during the year. 


General Meetings and Excursions 

As predicted in last year’s Report, 2020 was different due 
to COVID-19. We had to adapt several times as rules on 
gatherings changed. Like everyone else, we learnt that 
meeting virtually is not all bad and some of the changes 
that we had to make will continue. 


Our AGM was delayed from the usual April and was held, 
virtually, in August. 


We did not hold excursions after March 2020 but 
restarted in January 2021. After a hiatus in February due 
to a short lockdown, these should continue. 


We became adept at writing ‘COVID-19 safe’ plans to 
meet the needs of various official bodies. 


Graham Possingham for the GFNC Committee 


After a short break in March/April, we reorganised and 
continued to hold most of the planned meetings and 
presentations online. Using Zoom allowed people from 
nearby regions and different organisations to join the 
lectures, as well as enabling the participation of members 
who found it difficult to attend regular club meetings. 
Members and presenters rapidly became familiar with the 
technology. The downside was that a few regular meeting 
attendees were not able to join meetings in this way. We 
plan to hold meetings virtually for the first part of 2021 
with a mixture of face to face, virtual and hybrid events 
after August. 


Many of our presentations are now available for viewing 
after the event, for those who missed out. We'll be looking 
to see if recording, or online participation, is practical for 
face-to-face meetings. 


We moved to virtual committee and subcommittee 
meetings. Virtual meetings will likely continue indefinitely, 
as they have proved to be both effective and more 
convenient. 


Presentations at General meetings covered a diverse 
range of topics; Fungi by Alison Pouliot and again by 
Lorraine Phelan, Wind Farms by Chad Browning, 
Threatened Herpetofauna by Andy Taylor, Wildlife of 
China and Tibet by Richard Loyn, Grassland Restoration 
by Chris Findlay, and the very topical Viruses by David 
Boyle. 


Geelong Nature Forum, BioBlitz and Nature 
Challenge 

After a successful launch of the Geelong Nature Forum in 
2019, plans were well advanced for the 2020 event 
themed around ‘Where the Rivers Run’. Unfortunately, it 
was cancelled due to COVID-19. It has been carried over 
to late 2021 and will be more exhibition style where 
people can see what biodiversity is in our area by viewing 
fixed displays. 


Members embraced the use of iNaturalist for nature 
observations, particularly for taxa not covered by the 
GFNC web-based recording system. This was very 
evident when Geelong participated in the worldwide City 
Nature Challenge Bioblitz in April and again in the 
springtime Great Southern Bioblitz in September. Across 
the two events, GFNC members and the wider public 
recorded more than 10 000 observations. This was a 
great achievement. It puts the Geelong region in the 
forefront as a location known for strong support of 
biodiversity measurement and environmental issues in 
general. 


Plant Group 

Being unable to physically attend Plant Group meetings 
did not deter our enthusiastic group of budding botanists 
from learning about the amazing flora of the Geelong 
region. Whilst we could not study actual specimens, the 
video technology allowed those attending online 
workshop meetings to share observations and 
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photographs of interesting plants. The characteristics 
used to identify plants were discussed and we took 
advantage of the botanical expertise of iNaturalist users 
to confirm the identification of more difficult species. 


Most meetings focused on a plant group or particular 
species. Short presentations were given by GFNC 
members. Thank you to all those who created these talks 
that helped build our knowledge and understanding of 
plants. 


After the long period when COVID-19 travel restrictions 
prevented us from meeting together, we were very 
pleased to be able to undertake a visit to a section of the 
Bellarine Rail Trail in December. The site had been 
surveyed by the GFNC during the 1990s and we were 
excited to find that the unusual plants recorded then were 
still observed on our visit. 


We only held one Wider Geelong Flora Lecture, where 
Neil Anderton from the Australian Native Orchid Society 
presented a detailed talk on the special orchids of the 
Inverleigh Nature Conservation Reserve. 


Bird Group 

We began the year with our annual January Quiz, 
followed by an excursion which was a most enjoyable 
jaunt to Balyang Sanctuary, dedicated to the memory of 
Gordon McCarthy. In February we enjoyed a fascinating 
and engaging presentation by Andy Bennett looking at 
the continent-wide movements of Australian waterbirds. 
The February excursion, a most enjoyable and 
informative outing to Lake Colac and environs, was led 
by Robert Missen. 


These February activities were the last for the Bird Group 
in the face of COVID-19. March and April meetings were 
cancelled as were excursions. By May we'd settled into a 
year of our usual third Thursday of the month meetings 
via Zoom. 


We started off with Craig Morley’s long-term study of the 
birds of Eastern Park; a reflection, by Barry Lingham on 
the status of numerous bird species on the Bellarine 
Peninsula; and a journey with Craig through the birdlife of 
Bhutan and north-east India. We then returned to our 
Original program with presenters willing to present to the 
group virtually. Andrew Skeoch gave a most entertaining, 
engaging, and thought-provoking presentation on 
Hearing our place (in nature). Karen Rowe followed up in 
September with a fine presentation on the preliminary 
findings of the eco-acoustic monitoring project ‘listening’ 
for night birds—funded with a grant to Birregurra 
Landcare. GFNC member Ross Auchettl gave a much- 
awaited presentation on his observations of Brisbane 
Ranges Powerful Owls. This was a most engaging and 
Original presentation which sparked much discussion 
about further opportunities for acoustic monitoring. Mike 
Clarke from Latrobe University finished the year with an 
eye-opening re-assessment of how we should re- 
consider the adaptation of our Australian birds and the 
environment, more broadly, to fire. 


2020 certainly looked very different with Orange-bellied 
Parrot surveys cancelled for volunteers; shorebird 
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surveys completed with a low-key approach; and some 
Hooded Plover warden activity completed. After several 
hold-ups, unrelated to COVID-19, we were able to carry 
out some of the Reedy Lake RPA surveys, funded by a 
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CCMA) 
grant, which provided insights to the waterbird breeding 
activity. We also commenced survey work at Sparrovale, 
with funds from the City of Greater Geelong (CoGG). 


Fauna Group 

The intention for 2020 was to concentrate our studies on 
two main areas—Bambra and the Grassy Eucalypt 
Woodlands west of Geelong, in support of the CCMA 
program—but it was not possible to begin our CCMA 
project which is now planned to start in 2021. 


COVID-19 restrictions meant we held just four surveys in 
the year: 


e February—Jinda Park on the north side of the 
Bambra-Aireys Inlet Road 

e March—Peter’s Hill, Bambra, on the Bambra-Aireys 
inlet Road 

e October—Bannockburn Bush Reserve, north of the 
Shelford Road 

e November—Peter’s Hill and Bambra Wetlands. 


The outcomes are unpredictable with the occasional 
surprise catch or sight record. All of the results are sent 
to both Parks Victoria (when appropriate) and the 
Victorian Biodiversity Atlas, and ultimately to the Atlas of 
Living Australia. They are much more than simple 
sightings of local interest. 


Conservation 

During the year, the GFNC Conservation Subcommittee 
reviewed many important policy documents issued by 
federal, state and local governments, and various other 
agencies. As usual, there were also a range of local 
issues that required our attention. Many members of the 
subcommittee act as GFNC representatives at meetings 
with other organisations, allowing us to extend our 
network of understanding and influence across the 
community. The key issues that were addressed were: 


Review of the federal Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act. The 10-year review 
conducted by Prof Graeme Samuel was scathing about 
the failure of the EPBC Act to protect Australia’s wildlife. 
We made a comprehensive submission to the Samuel 
Review and also to key politicians. We expect that the 
government will now be obliged to adopt the complete set 
of regulatory amendments recommended in the Samuel 
Report. 


Review of the City of Greater Geelong Environmental 
Strategy. The subcommittee submitted a detailed 
response after undertaking an extensive review of this 
policy which involved meetings with CoGG staff and 
councillors. 


Moolap/Point Henry and Avalon. Progress towards a 
Management Masterplan for the Moolap/ Point Henry 
zone has been very slow. Land in the Moolap and Avalon 
areas previously owned by the Ridley Corporation has 


been sold to a new owner. We remain concerned that 
appropriate interim management is undertaken to 
maintain the habitat for birds. 


Bellarine Distinctive Areas and Landscapes (DAL) 
Program. The DAL process will determine how planning 
decisions about land use on the Bellarine will be made. 
The subcommittee made a detailed response to the initial 
stage of the DAL. The final stage of the project will occur 
later in 2021. The Surf Coast is in the final stage of their 
DAL process and we submitted a response to the panel 
recommending no residential construction in the Spring 
Creek area. 


GFNC Climate Change Policy. The GFNC adopted a 
policy that details the local mitigation and adaptation 
actions that should be adopted to prevent or minimise 
harm to the local environment. 


Other matters the Subcommittee addressed included: 


e Draft Sparrovale Master Plan—liaison with CoGG 

e Bellarine Biolinks Project—in conjunction with CoGG 
and Bellarine Catchment Network 

e Lower Barwon Lakes Seasonal Watering Plan 
—providing recommendations to the CCMA 

e Biodiversity in the Geelong region—meeting with 
CoGG Mayor and CEO 

e Widening Barwon Heads Road (impact on Jerringot) 
—CoGG and Major Road Projects Victoria 

e Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands rehabilitation—working 
with CCMA on this project 

e Damage to Moonah Woodlands at Point Lonsdale 
—Borough of Queenscliffe 

e Proposed cattle feedlot near Boar Gully, Brisbane 
Ranges NP—Moorabool Shire 

e You Yangs Precinct Masterplan draft—Parks Victoria 

e Future of the old Barwon River Sewer Aqueduct 
—Barwon Water 

e Dumping of fill close to the Barwon River near the 
Ring Road—CoGG 

e Decline in Migratory Birds observed on Barwon 
Estuary—CCMA. 


Publications, Records and Communications 
Production of the Geelong Naturalist is a team effort and 
the club thanks everyone who wrote or contributed 
information and articles; edited; copy-edited; proof-read; 
organised printing, posting and folding of the GN over the 
past year. It’s a highlight of the month as each new issue 
arrives in our email inbox and/or our letterbox, filled with 
interesting and informative stories, news, articles and 
pictures. It helped to keep us connected during a 
challenging 2020. 


In an exciting development in the history of the GN, the 
Club was pleased to accept an offer to add our 
publication to the Biodiversity Heritage Library 
(BHL)—the world’s largest open access digital library of 
biodiversity literature and archives https:// 
www.biodiversitylibrary.org/. We join with the Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria, and other organisations, in 
contributing our publication to a fast-growing body of 
biodiversity literature. GN issues from 2004 onwards 
have been uploaded and are accessible on the BHL 
website. In the next phase, print copies of the GN from 
1964—2003 held by Museums Victoria, will be scanned to 
create high-quality fully searchable digital copies which 
will also be uploaded to the site. Club members and 
others will eventually be able to access a fully online and 
complete set of the publication. Research will be much 
easier as we will be able to search for information within 
the GN by any keyword, including names, dates, 
species, places and so on. 


We continue to ensure that our fauna and flora records 
are flowing either directly to the Atlas of Living Australia 
(ALA), or indirectly via eBird and iNaturalist. 
Observations of butterflies, mammals, reptiles, and 
amphibians logged on the club website for 2020 are 
being peer-reviewed and formatted and will be uploaded 
into ALA in early 2021. 


We started to use a commercial mailing and contact 
management service (MailChimp) both for the regular 
email news and membership renewals. That has reduced 
effort in maintaining an accurate contact list and has 
allowed timely updates for members as events changed 
or had to be cancelled at short notice. 


The GFNC Facebook Page, used to promote public club 
events and keep the wider community engaged, now has 
over 1300 followers. The member-only Facebook Group 
continues to be a way for many of our members to 
informally share their sightings, stories, ID puzzles and 
photos. As part of a review of our online 
communications, we’ve started to post on Instagram to 
broaden the demographic of our social media presence 
to include a younger audience. We also reviewed our 
website. At this stage we plan to improve and simplify 
what we have and not undertake the time consuming and 
expensive task of building a new site. 
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Treasurer’s report 2020 


ummary 
There was a surplus of $5919 in the 2020 financial 
year, mainly due to: an unexpected grant for Sparrovale 
surveys; postponement of the Nature Forum; and delays 
in being able to complete the Reedy Lake aerial surveys. 
Income from subscriptions ($9360) continues to cover the 
routine expenses of the Geelong Naturalist, insurance, 
room hire, library purchases and similar. New or updated 
assets and environmental activities are funded by 
donations, grants, cash reserves, or fundraising. 


Income 

Membership income of $9360 for 2020 came from 56 
joint memberships, 150 individual memberships and five 
corporate/library memberships. (Please note 2020 
membership income does not match exactly to the actual 
membership as some members pay early or take up 
membership late in the year). Membership fees were held 
at the same rate as 2019 and remain unchanged for 
2021. 


We received $915 in donations, including $200 that was 
directed into the tax-deductible Environment Fund. Bank 
interest was $525 but will fall next year as term deposit 
rates have fallen. 


Two notable sums were $7750 combined contributions 
from the CCMA, DELWP, Barwon Water and the Gordon 
to cover costs of the postponed Nature Forum, and a 
$5000 contribution from the City of Greater Geelong 
associated with community bird survey work at 
Sparrovale. The Sparrovale activity and funding is 
expected to continue for the next two years. 


Expenditure 

Some ongoing expenses in 2020 varied from prior years: 
there was no meeting room hire cost as we did not use a 
room after March; $615 for biannual website subscription 
was included. New costs included $275 for a Zoom 
subscription. Insurance and Incorporation fees ($1211) 
and Geelong Naturalist costs were fairly steady ($2682). 
There was no capital expenditure. 


We spent $4942 on the postponed 2020 Nature 
Forum—this is more than covered by the grants 
mentioned above. Some of the excess will be used for 
the 2021 Nature Forum. 


We continued to fund our Gordon Scholarship of $1000. 
We also supported several other environmental 
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organisations, with donations of $100 each to 
Environmental Justice Victoria, Frogwood Arboretum, 
BirdLife Australia, and the Victorian National Parks 
Association. We also supported our two key observation 
record partners: eBird with $161 ($US100) and iNaturalist 
with $100. 


We spent $509 on memberships with other organisations 
including the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria, Friends of 
Geelong Botanic Gardens (a condition of our meeting 
room hire), the Australian Conservation Foundation, the 
Victorian Environment Friends Network, Environment 
Victoria, the South East Australian Naturalists’ 
Association, and Geelong Sustainability. Some of these 
are reciprocal arrangements. 


Net Assets 

Cash/investment balance, including the Environment 
Fund, is $55 861. This includes a $29 488 Term Deposit 
that was rolled over and topped up for another 12 
months. We reviewed the carrying value of our physical 
assets to allow for depreciation and verified our assets. 
Total assets of $87 676 are higher than at the end of 
2019 by approximately $4850. 


Forward Planning 

The committee is aware that the club has funds that are 
surplus to current needs. These cash reserves have built 
up over several years. Projections show an ability to 
spend an extra $25 000 over the next four years, allowing 
for Known expenditure and leaving a $20 000 buffer, but 
it needs to be spent efficiently and effectively in line with 
our purposes. Several proposals are already being 
considered, and club members are invited to submit other 
proposals to the committee, particularly if they are 
prepared to help manage the spend. The 2021 budget 
allows for a deficit of approximately $13 000, which 
includes a $10 000 provision for such proposals. 


Other Matters 

We eliminated the need for renewing members to fill out 
a new membership form, and simply ask for verification 
of the contact data we have on file. Membership 
payments are now over 85 per cent by direct transfer, 
most of the remainder being cheques. We are also 
working to minimise the need for the club to write any 
cheques, Geelong Naturalist postage being the main 
outstanding area currently paid by cheque. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 
tax-deductible. 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
Registration No A0013708R 
CBA Cheque Account Number 063 525 10034365 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 


Cash book balance brought forward 

RECEIPTS 

Subscriptions from members 
Ordinary 
Joint/Family 
Organisation Libraries $ 
Corporate $ 
Junior/FT Student S 
Part-time Student S 

Total 


Proceeds from fund raising 
Donations 

Govemment grants (CoGG)/other grants 
Field surveys 

Sale of items at cost 

Bird Report sales & prepaid postage 
Interest 

Excursion & camp receipts 

Special projects 

Sundries 

Transfer from CBA Savings 

Total 


Less PAYMENTS 

Printing of Geelong Naturalist 
Posting Geelong Naturalist 
Geelong Bird Repot - print & post 
Stationery, printing - general 
Subscriptions/memberships 
Insurance premiums + Incorporation fees 
Meeting-room hire 

Guest speaker expenses and fees 
Library purchases 

Items for resale (at cost) 
Exhibition & Displays 

Field surveys 

Purchase of equipment 

Repairs & maintenance of equipment 
Donations / Grants 

Excursion & camp fees 

Special projects 

Gordon Scholarship 

Nature Forum 

Bank charges 

Sundries 

Transfer to CBA savings 


Total 


Cash book balance at end of year 


CBA bank balance at end of year 


01/01/19 - 31/12/19 


S 


S 5,440.00 
S$ 3,420.00 


100.00 
300.00 
10.00 
60.00 


$ 57.00 


$ 9,330.00 


$ 

$ 1,140.00 
$ 1,500.00 
$ 8,260.00 
$ 303.00 
$ 5,108.00 
$ = 

$ 10,140.00 
$ č- 

$ 65.40 
$ = 


1,467.80 
1,060.55 
9,377.74 
647.69 
573.00 
1,160.02 
556.00 
463.60 
182.97 
288.20 
335.72 
1,283.18 
425.48 
591.41 
10,265.00 
615.70 
1,000.00 
2,511.00 


1,002.62 


PAH PH HPP HHH HHYHHWYFHHHHHHHH 


$ 8,672.96 


$35,846.40 


$33,807.68 


$ 8,672.96 


01/01/20 - 31/12/20 


$ 


$ 5,440.00 
$ 3,360.00 
$ 100.00 
$ 300.00 
$ 120.00 
$ 40.00 


$ 


(ci 


9,360.00 


715.00 
9,440.00 
5,000.00 

102.70 

145.00 

512.40 


HHH HHH AAH ww 


1,451.75 
1,230.05 
17.60 
1,033.72 
509.00 
1,211.24 
1,162.34 
610.00 


4,620.00 
660.59 
551.09 

1,000.00 

4,942.30 

60.64 
10,000.00 


FAA HAA HHH HH HH HHH HH HHH &H 


$ 4,867.74 


$ 
8672.96 


$ 25,275.10 


$ 29,080.32 


$ 4,867.74 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 


Registration No A0013708R 


CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME, EXPENDITURE & ASSETS 
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2020 


01/01/19 - 31/12/19 


01/01/20 - 31/12/20 


$ $ 
INCOME 
Subscriptions from members $ 9,330.00 $ 9,360.00 
Proceeds from fund raising $ - $ - 
Donations $ 1,140.00 $ 715.00 
Donations to Environment Fund $ 355.00 $ 200.00 
Grants incl. for field surveys $ 9,760.00 $ 14,440.00 
Bank interest $ 588.75 $ 525.10 
Sale of books, pens, clothes $ 303.00 $ 102.70 
Sales of Geelong Bird Report $ 5,108.00 $ 145.00 
Camp & Excursion fees received $ 10,140.00 $ - 
Sundries $ 65.40 $ - 
Total Income $ 36,790.15 $ 25,487.80 
EXPENDITURE 
Meeting-room hire $ 556.00 $ - 
Guest speaker expenses and fees $ 463.60 $ 1,162.34 
Stationery, IT & printing - general $ 647.69 $ 1,033.72 
Insurance premiums & incorporation fees $ 1,160.02 $ 1,211.24 
Geelong Naturalist - print & post $ 2,528.35 $ 2,681.80 
Geelong Bird Report $ 9,377.74 $ 17.60 
Gordon Scholarship $ 1,000.00 $ 1,000.00 
Nature Forum $ 2,511.00 $ 494230 
Subscriptions & memberships $ 573.00 $ 509.00 
Donations $ 591.41 $ 660.59 
Equipment - purchase, repair & maintenance $ 1,708.66 $ = 
Field surveys - expenses $ 335.72 $ 4,620.00 
Library $ 182.97 $ 610.00 
Camp & Excursion payments $ 10,265.00 $ - 
Exhibition & Displays $ - $ - 
Other special projects $ 615.70 $ 551.09 
Environmental Fund Grants $ - $ 488.03 
Sundries $ 1,002.62 $ 80.64 
Items for resale $ 288.20 $ - 
Total Expenditure $ 33,807.68 $ 19,568.35 
SURPLUS $ 2,982.47 $ 5,919.45 
ASSETS 31/12/2019 31/12/2020 
CBA Cheque A/C $ 8,672.96 $ 4,867.74 
CBA Savings account $ 15,430.19 $ 21,505.29 
CBA Term Deposit $ 25,550.00 $ 29,487.60 
Equipment $ 12,500.18 $ 11,425.00 
Library stock $ 17,202.64 $ 17,392.64 
Shares in Timboon Bushland Coop $ 250.00 $ 250.00 
Items for sale $ 500.00 $ 320.00 
Environment Fund $ 2,716.00 $ 2,427.97 
Total Assets $ 82,821.97 $ 87,676.24 
LIABILITIES 
Unpresented cheques $ - $ F 
Total Liabilities $ - $ È 
NETT ASSETS $ 82,821.97 $ 87,676.24 


Notes 


and $1440 for Reedy Lake 


1 Includes $7750 for Nature Forum, $5000 for Sparrovale 
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2 Meeting room not used for most of year 

3 Includes $275 for Zoom Subscription 

4 Includes $615 for 2 years of website hosting 
5 Cancelled. Will take place in 2021 

6 Reedy Lake RPA flights 

7 Includes $420 for binding of past GN copies 
8 Nature Challenge 


Notes 


— 


Observation of Brolgas eating a bird—probably an Australasian Swamphen 


n 19 December 2020 about mid-day, | observed 

three Brolgas Antigone rubicunda in the T-Section, 
Western Treatment Plant near the entrance gate 
(-38.0429 144.5124). There were two adults and a 
juvenile. They were standing in short reeds, so the 
ground could not be seen. One of the adults briefly 
picked up a small black bird twice but dropped it before | 
could get a photograph. 





Three Brolgas, Western Treatment Plant 


Photo: Angus Hartshorn 


This picking up and dropping behaviour has been 
recorded in HANZAB for Brolgas (Marchant and Higgins 
1994, pp. 470-475). The bird they were eating could not 
be unequivocally identified as an Australasian 
Swamphen Porphyrio melanotus but feathers were 
clearly visible and the colour was consistent with it being 
a Swamphen. In addition, the Brolgas were being 
furiously attacked by two adult Swamphens. The bird 
was estimated to be approximately 150 mm long, a very 
young bird possibly taken from a nest. There were other 
juvenile Swamphens in the vicinity—as would be 
expected at this time of year—and they were in a nest. 





Angus Hartshorn 


It is well documented that Brolgas are omnivorous. They 
forage in wetlands, saltwater marshes, and farmlands 
tearing up the ground with their powerful beaks in search 
of bulbs and edible roots (Gould 1865, pp. 290-292). 
HANZAB records a wide range of animal species in their 
diet. They also eat the shoots and leaves of wetland and 
upland plants, cereal grains, and seeds. The animal 
species referred to in HANZAB include insects, molluscs, 
small fish, crustaceans, snakes, frogs, and lizards. There 
is also a reference to captive Brolgas eating mice 
(Marchant and Higgins 1994, pp. 470—475). A reference 
to eating eggs was also found (Dunne and Scrambler 
2020, p. 119). However, we could not find any reference 
to birds in their diet. We believe this to be an interesting 
and noteworthy observation. 


| would like to thank Tom Fletcher, and Richard and 
Margaret Alcorn for assistance and advice in preparing 
this article. 
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Powerful Owl research 


| am undertaking a PhD with Deakin University 
commencing early 2021. My project will focus on the 
movement and spatial ecology of Powerful Owls Ninox 
strenua in parks scattered across western Victoria, with a 
focus on the Brisbane Ranges, Meredith State Forest, 
Long Forest Nature Conservation Reserve, Point Addis 
and the Anglesea/Otways region. 


My project largely aims to catch Powerful Owls and equip 
them with GPS/VHF trackers so we can collect fine scale 
movement data to identify their overall home-range, as 
well as hotspots that the owls may utilise most i.e. 
roosting trees. We will analyse the data to find out where 
the owls are flying and how they are using space to 
further our understanding of the species and provide 


Nick Carter 


more informative recommendations on how to conserve 
them. This project has acquired all the relevant permits 
and ethics permissions to undertake research on 
Powerful Owls. 


| want to inform the GFNC of the project and hope that 
members can support this research and share any 
Powerful Owl sightings and location information as they 
arise. 


Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any questions, 
concerns, or if you would like further information 
regarding the project/methods. 


Nicholas Carter, B. Env. Sci. (Hons) 
nbcarter94@gmail.com, Ph: 0430 425 953 
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Two Azure butterfly species for the Geelong region 


suspect most naturalists have a handful of their 

highly-prized, much sought after species that remain 
their own holy grail of much anticipated sightings. 
Perhaps enjoyed from books, sometimes for years, we 
hope one day to see them in the field. In my butterfly 
adventures, the Azure butterflies are one of these groups. 


Belonging to the Lycaenidae family, or ‘blues’, there are 
some 13 species in Australia with eight of these possible 
to see in Victoria. Several of these species are on the 
Geelong list but are seldom seen or reported. They have 
an affinity for mistletoes which are the larval host plants 
where the caterpillars feed until they pupate. They are 
renowned for their fast flight high in the canopy of trees; 
they seldom descend. They have brilliant camouflage with 
undersides a mix of browns to blend in with bark. The 
name ‘azure’ comes from the stunning iridescent blues 
and purples of the open wing, a characteristic that is so 
appealing in field guides but seldom seen in the field. 


Buoyed by success in finding Satin Azures Ogyris 
amaryllis at Mt Korong in central Victoria in late 2020, 

| used a sunny afternoon in March to investigate the 
summit of Flinders Peak at the You Yangs for any of our 
local species. The You Yangs has historically been one 
place that several of our unusual butterfly species have 
been recorded. Many species seek out elevated hill tops 
to mingle and find mates late in the day. On the flat 
Werribee plains, Flinders Peak rises high above any other 
landmark. 


As soon as | reached the small lookout on the very top of 
Flinders Peak, four Spotted Jezebels Delias aganippe 
were floating and sailing in the light wind in a dazzling 
display of red, yellow, white and black. Marbled Xenicas 
Geitoneura klugii fluttered in the undergrowth and many 
dozens of tiny Saltbush Blues Theclinesthes serpentata 
mingled in the lowest shrubbery. 





ON 








Broad-margined Azure, You Yangs, March 2021 


March 2021 
Photo: John Newman 
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Spotted Jezebel, Gherang Gherang, 


John Newman 


Eventually a mid-sized dark butterfly appeared over the 
stunted canopy of eucalypts and was joined by a mate. A 
pattern of movement started to emerge whereby one 
would land for several seconds on a dead wattle branch 
and sit with closed wings before again charging off in 
rapid circles over the canopy. It was very sensitive to how 
close | stood, but a compromise was reached and several 
photos taken to allow a positive identification of Broad- 
margined Azure Ogyris olane. There may have been 
four individuals but their flight habits made it very hard to 
be sure. | finally descended the track buzzing with 
excitement at my first local, and second ever, Azure. 


The following weekend, full of anticipation of more 
late-season species, a friend and | sought out different 
mistletoe habitat. Gherang Gherang Bushland Reserve 
on Forest Rd near Anglesea is generously filled with 
mistletoes and the humid morning allowed wonderful 
sightings of Imperial Jezebel Delias harpalyce and 
Spotted Jezebel Delias aganippe, and again, many 
Marbled Xenicas Geitoneura klugii and several 
Shouldered Browns Heteronympha penelope. 


It was that familiar sight of a dark, fast, mid-sized butterfly 
rapidly combing the canopy that sparked excitement and 
eventually led to one of a pair being seen resting, closed 
winged as always, on a high branch. David’s telephoto 
lens allowed several photos that confirmed Dark Purple 
Azure Ogyris abrota. Higher and more obscured than the 
You Yangs species, this sighting was no less exciting. 


The delight at seeing these species in very familiar local 
surrounds still lingers. The biology of the Azure butterflies, 
as with many of the Lycaenidae, is fascinating in their 
interdependence with ants and is well documented in 
many texts. The hope now is to see and record a hint of 
the famous iridescence for which these elusive butterflies 
are renowned. 

















= 2 i 
Dark Purple Azure, Gherang Gherang, 
March 2021 


Photo: John Newman Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Clean Up Australia Day report 
7 March 2021 


We did two very successful clean-ups this year, our 
usual Jerringot one and a new one at Seaview 
Reserve. A bit of extra work was needed to comply with 
COVID-19 rules, but once off with their bags and pick-up- 
sticks, everybody was well away from other people, so all 
was COVID-safe. Tiger Snakes would have been much 
more of a hazard, but none were seen at either site this 
year. 


Jerringot 

Four Barwon Valley Golf Club members joined 10 GFNC 
folk to do a very thorough clean-up round the wetlands 
and along the road, working pretty solidly from 8.15 a.m. 
(a couple of keen early-bird birdwatchers) to 10.30. The 
plasticised parking tickets were no longer a key litter item 
now that CoGG has stopped using them. They were 
replaced by the current new litter problem, face 
masks—nearly 40 were picked up. 


Seaview Reserve 
24 adults and three children attended the Seaview 
Reserve Clean-up Australia activity. Prior to 





Collected rubbish ready for binning, Jerringot 


Photo: Deborah Evans 


Deborah Evans and Rod Lowther 


commencement of activities, Rod Lowther gave a brief 
overview on the importance and uniqueness of the 
grassland area. After the safety reminders, the young 
ones and their parents concentrated on the area near the 
river walk bridge, as well as the adjacent playground. It 
was pleasing to see their enthusiasm. The remaining local 
community members spread out to comb the reserve 
slopes and treed area finding and removing general 
rubbish which was mostly packing material and broken 
glass. Some carpet and other dumped building material 
was also retrieved. After an hour and half all the area had 
been covered and the group gathered for sign off. The 
opportunity was taken to propose an informal Reserve 
Friends Group. Locals could then act as a united voice to 
approach the City of Greater Geelong to raise issues on 
boxthorn removal, ideas around native plantings and 
explore the possibility of a controlled grass burn. 


Our thanks to all the GFNC and golf club members, local 
Seaview Reserve neighbours, a few drop-in members of 
the public, and especially the indefatigable GFNC 
members who attended both clean-ups! 








Photo: Margaret Monro 


Vale lan Lyon 


Bea club member lan Lyon passed away at the 
end of February. He and his wife Bev (deceased 
2017) joined the GFNC in 1979. They owned a property 
just east of the You Yangs and took a great interest in the 
fauna and bird life there. lan was a keen conservationist, 
always concerned about endangered species and the 
threats they were facing. He and Bev were enthusiastic 
birdwatchers, hosting beginner birdwatching camps on 


Deborah Evans and Geoff Gayner 


their property with Ken Simpson, visiting the Western 
Treatment Plant and other local areas, and, in later years, 
active in the Costa Bird Group at St Laurence’s Costa 
House in Lara. lan and Bev were also keen travellers, 
touring to many parts of Australia, so his final bird list 
would no doubt have made many of us rather envious! 


The club sends its condolences to the Lyon family. 
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March invertebrates report 


Rod Lowther 
his month, project members added 417 observations Statistics for the month, split into major groups, are listed 
to the iNaturalist GFNC Invertebrates Project, with below. The observation period is from 23 February to 23 
190 species found and identified. Totals for the collection March. The following link provides a view of all 
now stand at 11 550 observations and1682 species. observations and can be seen by clicking on March 


iNaturalist Invertebrates list 


Order or Family No of observations 





a a 
_ ee se? 
a ces a Ol |; SS 
With so many interesting observations, | have decided to identify from the monthly list by ticking ‘Popular’ from the 
limit my comments to observations that have been liked Filters option. A screen copy of the 14 popular 
(faved) by other observers. These records are easy to observations is displayed below and on p. 11. 





Black-scaped Bull Ant 


I - 








Broad-margined Azure Margin-winged Stick In... 


Australian Bag Moth Lesser Meadow Katydids 
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Four-spotted Cup Moth 9“ Green Grass-Dart 








Proteuxoa sanguinipunc... 


` a 


Common Name Scientific Name Date Observer | Location Comments 
Observed 








Black-scaped Myrmecia 21/3/2021 Kelly Steiglitz A relatively common species ranging from 

Bull Ant nigriscapa Clitheroe Wilsons Prom to Port Lincoln; mainly in 
coastal areas and extending 100 km inland. 
Great photo. 


Jewel Beetle Diphucrania 18/3/2021 Bernie Wallington 20 beautiful spots! 47 Australian 
duodecimmaculata Lingham observations and this photo best 
demonstrates the purple tinge. 


Striped Xenica Oreixencia 12/3/2021 Trevor Carlisle River | 18 records for the Geelong Bioblitz region 
kershawi Pescott all in the Otways) with 16 March obs. 


African Carder Pseudoanthidium 10/3/2021 Helen Geelong Only 3 iNaturalist records for our Bioblitz 

Bee repetitum Schofield | West region. Seems to be the most southern reach 
of the species range. Slightly plump 
abdomen with yellow stripes. Good one to 
look out for in late Summer. 


Australian Bag Cebysa leucotelus | 9/3/2021 Bernie Magnificent photo! Do moths get any more 
Moth Lingham beautiful? Check out the detail. 


Broad-margined Ogyris olane 7/3/2021 John You Yangs Only 3 observations in Geelong BioBlitz 

Azure Newman region. John sought to find this species and 
following some careful planning was able to 
locate it successfull 11). 

Margin-winged Ctenomprpha 7/3/2021 John You Yangs Most common species of stick insect in our 

Stick Insect marginipennis Newman area, difficult to find. An individual is more 
easily seen away from a bush or grass, as in 
this observation. 

Lesser Meadow Genus 7/3/2021 Bernie Jerringot While Katydids are common, seeing one 

Katydids Conocephalus Lingham during the day is always great. Meadow 
Katydids prefer grassy habitats as the name 
implies. 

Hairy Bull Ant Myrmecia hirsuta 5/3/2021 Trevor Forrest First Australian record of this species in 

Pescott iNaturalist. Only 2 other ALA records in 

Victoria. Melbourne Museum consulted on 
identification. 

Orbweaver Araneidae family 5/3/2021 Colin and | Durdidwarrah | Unusual markings suggest possible Sooty 

Cook species identification. 

Four-spotted Cup | Doratifera 3/3/2021 Trevor Bannockburn | 5 larva observations made in last 20 days. 

Moth quadriguttata Pescott Feeds on a range of plants and easily seen. 
Spots must be a deterrent to predators. 
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Green Grass-dart | Ocybadistes 


walkeri 
Asura cervicalis 


Lichen Moth 


Proteuxoa 
sanguinipuncta 


Cutworms and 
Dart Moths 


Thanks to the many observers who submitted 
observations this month. During April, | would encourage 


you to look at the project https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 


projects/gfnc-invertebrates-collection and if you see an 
interesting observation and/or a great photo click on the 


‘Fav’ star and we will list those most liked in next month’s 


report. 


Reminder also that the observation phase of the City 
Nature Challenge runs from 30 April to 3 May. The 
identification phase will continue until Sunday 9 May 
and results will be announced on Tuesday 11 May. 


wo new blues! An exciting month, with lots of 
Jezebels and a good selection of browns. 


The bird group have been counting butterflies as well as 


25/2/2021 


24/2/2021 


23/2/2021 





16 observations this summer but most 
(10) in the last month. A colder and 
wetter summer appears to have 
impacted on this species. Length of 
their flying time decreased as they 

ed later in the summer season. 
In our region, seen around the coastal 
areas. The larvae observed on various 
trees but suspected to be feeding on 
the lichens on the tree and branches. 
Adults seen Feb and March only. 
A large, interesting, patterned moth. 
Found under bark; the larvae feed on 
various grasses. Ranges over both 
coastal and alpine regi 


Trevor Pescott 


Balliang 


Portarlington 


Join the CNC Geelong Project to monitor our progress 
during the BioBlitz. Geelong CNC Project 
https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/city-nature-challenge 
-2021-qgeelong 


International Leader board Project 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/city-nature-challenge 
-2021 


Lachie Forbes 


Helen 
Schofield 


References for data and taxonomic information: 


iNaturalist https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/ 
Atlas of Living Australia https:/Awww.ala.org.au/ 


March butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


dead wattle. Very little impression of the dark purple 
colour as flight was so rapid.’ John also managed to see 
30 Striped Xenica by stopping and looking at 
intersections as he drove. 


birds on their Woolamanata excursion. 


The You Yangs is this month’s hotspot and John 
Newman the inspirational hero. His persistence and 
patience paid off, with two new species for our area. As 


he writes of the Dark Purple Azure: 


‘,..at least 4 and possibly 6 of these hill-topping at 4.00 
p.m. onwards. Right at summit, landing very briefly on 


Bright Shield-skipper 22/2/21 


White-banded Grass-dart 26/2/21 


7/3/21 


Green Grass-dart 26/2/21 


7/3/21 
18/3/21 
27/3/21 
1/3/21 
7/3/21 


Cabbage White 


Spotted Jezebel 
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Observers: 
BML, Bernie Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; CRa, 
Christine Raven; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GP, Graham 
Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; 
JPo, Jenny Possingham; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, Wendy Cook. 
ground on White Cudweed. Windy cool day, 
temp. low 20s. 


Highton Just one in garden; first for here. JPo, GP 
Seaview Park Belmont JN 


Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


One female, observed resting low to the 


C 
ponds. 


Four floating, darting and wafting right over the 
observation tower of Flinders Peak, hill-topping 
in light breeze. Never stopped at all. 


Flinders Peak You Yangs 





Spotted Jezebel 13/3/21 Gherang Gherang At least one with multiple Imperial Jezebels JN, DTy 
Bushland Reserve around flowering eucalypt and many 
mistletoes. 
WoO ü O 25/3/21 Woolamanata Fifteen. Many seen, mainly on mistletoe. Bird Group 
26/3/21 Geelong Botanic Gardens | One fluttering and landing on flowers in the DTy 
central garden area. 
_ 26/3/21 St Helen’s Two in eucalypts. Did not notice any mistletoe. | JPo, GP 


Gherang Gherang 
Bushland Reserve 


At least four around flowering eucalypts and 
mistletoe. 


JN, DTy 


Imperial Jezebel 23/3/21 


27/3/21 


| iil 


Australian Painted Lady 7/3/21 


Geelong Botanic Gardens | One in flower garden midafternoon in sunshine. | JN 


Highton One around canopy of flowering Spotted Gum 


at 7.30 p.m. 


Z 


Seaview Park Belmont One on rice flower. 


(a 


Geelong Botanic Gardens | One in bright sun midafternoon. N 


Gherang Gherang 
Bushland Reserve 


Two single specimens in different parts of the 
reserve, grassland and gravel habitat. 


JN, DTy 


Shouldered Brown 13/3/21 


20/3/21 Benwerrin At least 10 in paddock in weak sun beside JN 


road. 


(a 
Z 


Painkalac Reservoir, 
Moggs Creek 


Four in morning sunshine. 


Yellow Admiral 25/2/21 North Valley Rd Highton One basking on quandong which is in flower. LCI 
26/2/21 Long Forest, Happy Valley | One photographed. MHe 
Track at creek 
"| 14/3/21 Verner St East Geelong One fluttering around the backyard. DTy 
19/3/21 Geelong West One landed on flowers of Podolepis jaceioides | HSc 
in home garden. 
| 27/3/21 Geelong Botanic Gardens | One in flower garden midafternoon in sunshine. 
Meadow Argus 26/2/21 Long Forest, Happy Valley | Two photographed. MHe 
Track at creek 
7/3/21 Seaview Park Belmont At least 40 seen by participants of Clean Up JN 
Australia Day. 
_————j| 17/3/21 | North Valley Rd Highton | One feeding on pink flowers. LCI, CRa 
a0 Three along Hovells Creek. Bird Group 
Varied Swordgrass Brown | 20/3/21 Benwerrin One at start of Erskine Falls Rd sunning itself JN 
on track. 
Striped Xenica 14/3/21 Beech Forest Four in sun along old abandoned track in JN 
sunshine. 
| 25/3/21 50; all along Hovells Creek. Bird Group 
28/3/21 Painkalac Reserve Moggs | At least 30 along track to reservoir in morning JN 
Creek sun, all females. 
| 28/3/21 Aireys Inlet More than a dozen. J 


a iat 


= 
oo 
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Solander’s Brown 14/3/21 
n 


Beech Forest Two along old abandoned track on JN 
blackberries in sunshine, one on roadside. 
Benwerrin At least 15 seen at various stops along JN 
Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Rd, cold wind, 16 deg. 
C. 
Flinders Peak You Yangs | At least four hill-topping about 4.30 p.m. right | JN 
at peak 
Gherang Gherang Two flying rapidly over canopy. One landed, JN, DTy 
Bushland Reserve photographed. 


Marbled Xenica 7/3/21 


Dark Purple Azure 13/3/21 


Broad-margined Azure 7/3/21 
Saltbush Blue 7/3/21 


Common Grass-blue 6/3/21 


25/3/21 


Flinders Peak You Yangs | At least 20 in shrubbery around peak 


ponds. 
Victoria Terrace Belmont 


Woolamanata About five, mainly on carpet weed. Bird Group 





Australasian Swamphen in a tree 
Marilyn Hewish 


n the previous issue of the Geelong Naturalist (March 

2021), there was a report by Barry Lingham of an 
Australasian Swamphen in a tree at Blue Waters Lake, 
Ocean Grove. It was apparently taking lerps from 
eucalypt leaves. 


It must be the season for it. On 28 February 2021, we 
took our 9-year-old grandchildren Aidan and Isabelle to 
the Melton Botanic Gardens. We gave them a camera 
and a pair of binoculars each and took them to the part of 
the lake where the waterbirds come ashore to feed. With 
their equipment, they were happily occupied for nearly an 
hour with very little input from us. 


Almost immediately Isabelle was enraptured by the 
Australasian Swamphens with their glossy purple 
plumage. It was a new bird for her. Then she pointed out 
one bird in a eucalypt, about 5—6 metres up. It was 
leaping around vigorously in the foliage, jumping about, 
leaning forward and flapping its wings. | don’t think a hunt 
for stationary lerps could cause such active behaviour but 
maybe it was chasing insects or other small prey. It was 
too high up for us to see. 





| took a photo, which shows a recognisable silhouette of Australasian Swamphen in a tree 
the bird. With this photo and the excellent ones taken by 

the twins, they now have a record of a very enjoyable 

visit. 


Photo: Marilyn Hewish 





Bendigo Echuca BirdLife in Anglesea/Aireys Inlet area 1—4 May 2021 
May 1-2 guided by ANGAIR Contact Ellinor Campbell ellinormary@gmail.com 
May 3—4 guided by GFNC Contact Craig Morley craigmorleys@bigpond.com 


Contact Ellinor or Craig by Sunday 25 April if you are keen to help with leading/guiding. 
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Excursion report—Wooloomanata 
25 March 2021 


It was a day we had looked forward to for some time, 
especially after the false start and cancellation of what 
was to have been our resumption at Jerringot, last 
month—the first Bird Group excursion since a most 
enjoyable trip around Lake Colac in February 2020. | set 
out with high hopes only to be frustrated by Betty, my in- 
car travel director. The first part of the journey went well, 
but then she directed me to the Bacchus Marsh Road 
and past the prison complex. A rat was starting to be 
smelt when I was directed down an unmarked road and 
ended up at a creek crossing | could not pass. Back to 
Bacchus Marsh Road and the associated roadworks 
before Betty responded with a suggestion we go to Lara. 
It was not long then before ‘we’ were on Forest Road 
North and soon after, the gate at the property appeared. 
Alas, well after the designated starting time! 


After stopping along the dam wall where our trips usually 
start, and finding the dam full and few birds about, it was 
off to find the happy band of birders who had already 
started on the path in search of feathered friends. A short 
walk and they came into view—a group of birders is easy 
to spot. Their gazes are directed into the canopy and 
someone is pointing to where that small brown bird flew. 
Today was a little different. There were small groups 
looking at the ground, photographing fungi and plants as 
well as a panoply of insects, both grubs and butterflies. A 
Spotted Jezebel consumed our attention for the best part 
of 10 minutes. The butterfly was high up in a eucalypt 
and its wings were open allowing a perfect view of the 
normally hidden upper surface. 


From the start our feathered friends were playing hard to 
get. Given it was quite windy and cool they had obviously 
not yet ventured out for the day. Two Long-billed 
Corellas were among the first birds to be spotted. A 
dead tree in a gully proved to be one of the highlights— 
two Jacky Winters were spotted, as well as a Willie 
Wagtail and a few female Superb Fairywrens. We had 
occasional visits from raptors—a number of Brown 
Falcons, Whistling Kites, a transient Swamp Harrier 
and two magnificent Wedge-tailed Eagles that appeared 
at various intervals. As we sat down for lunch, one of 
these birds was mobbed by a Little Raven and for a 
brief moment it looked like it might be lunch for the 
magnificent bird of prey. Grey Fantails popped up at 
times and some were definitely migrants (Subspecies 
albiscapa) from Tasmania. We carefully, but 
unsuccessfully, checked numerous Striated Pardalotes 
for the Tasmanian subspecies striatus. All those checked 
proved to be subspecies ornatus. Various parrots 
appeared—Crimson Rosellas and Eastern Rosellas, a 
flight of Musk Lorikeets zoomed through and there were 
also some Purple-crowned Lorikeets. 


There was not a lot of flowering in the canopy but we did 
see some White-plumed Honeyeaters and also some 
Yellow-faced Honeyeaters. The highlight, for the 


Trevor Hodson 


honeyeaters, was a mobile flock of Brown-headed 
Honeyeaters that appeared just as we prepared for 
lunch. 


We lunched beneath a magnificent Red Box, resplendent 
with Mistletoe. The Rainbow Bee-eaters had left for 
warmer northern climes and the Owlet-nightjar that 
caused much excitement on one of our more recent visits 
(March 2019) was nowhere to be seen. Looking more 
broadly at the other fauna there were numerous other 
highlights—a Gum Leaf Grasshopper, Emperor Gum 
Moth caterpillar, Mistletoe Moth caterpillar along with 
numerous Common Browns, Spotted Jezebels with a 
few Meadow Argus and Common Grass-blue 
butterflies. Also seen in the Red Box tree, but not yet 
identified to species level, was an Azure butterfly—very 
unusual in the region. 


The bird list can be found on p. 16 and is available online 
at https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S84044347 


The wonderful thing was we were all outside doing what 
we enjoy and the vibrant discussion about birds, 
butterflies, plants and more was something that really 
added to the day. At lunch, we were joined by Catriona 
Rowntree, of Wooloomanata, as the bird list was 
finalised. A happy day and we look forward to next 
month’s excursion. Thanks to Craig for his leadership 
and organisation and thank you to the owners for 
allowing us to marvel at their wonderful property. 





Jacky Winter 


Photo: Karyn Brown 
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Wooloomanata Bird List 


Grey Teal 

tubble Quail 
Masked Lapwing 
White-faced Heron 

ittle Eagle 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 

wamp Harrier 

rown Goshawk 
Whistling Kite 

rown Falcon 

alah 

ong-billed Corella 

orella sp. 

ulphur-crested Cockatoo 

rimson Rosella 
Eastern Rosella 


Musk Lorikeet 
urple-crowned Lorikeet 
uperb Fairywren 
ellow-faced Honeyeater 

Red Wattlebird 

White-plumed Honeyeater 
rown-headed Honeyeater 


potted Pardalote 
triated Pardalote 
Weebill 
lack-faced Cuckooshrike 
ustralian Magpie (White-backed) 
Willie-wagtail 
Grey Fantail 
Magpie-lark 
ittle Raven 
acky-winter 
Welcome Swallow 
Mistletoebird 
Red-browed Firetail 


ascelles Dam. 


8 |L 
| 1 |Large pale quail flushed twice. 
| 2 [Lascelles Dam. 
2 |One bird flew across creek with Crimson Rosella. Within a minute, 
resumably the same bird back across creek with a second Eastern Rosella. 


6 | 
6| 
88| 
10| 
ncluding flock of at least 20 flying through near dam wall. 


ncluding at least 2 ID’ed to ssp. ornatus. 
8 | 

2| 

ncluding at least 4 ID’ed to ssp. albiscapa. 
2| 

10) 

2| 

6| 








Long-billed Corella 
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Excursion report—Lake Victoria and Pt Lonsdale 
21 March 2021 





Lewin’s Rail 


bout Lake Victoria 

Lake Victoria is the largest in a chain of brackish 
wetlands that comprise the Lonsdale Lakes Wildlife 
Reserve. The reserve also includes Freshwater Lake 
(Clows Lane) and two smaller lakes adjacent to Buckley 
Park. The reserves are managed by Parks Victoria. 


Storm water runoff from the eastern sections of Ocean 
Grove passes into Lake Victoria via the Begola Wetlands 
and the Bonneyvale wetlands. The only outlet from the 
lake is via a channel feeding into the waterway system at 
the new Mormac development at The Point, before 
flowing into Lakers Cutting at Swan Bay. In drier 
summers, evaporation exposes mud flats along the 
shallow lake shoreline and water becomes more saline. 
The water level can drop below sea level. Best feeding 
conditions for the migratory waders occur if the lake starts 
to dry out in late summer, but wetter conditions over the 
past six months have maintained high water levels. 


During the early to mid-20th century, shell-grit extraction 
from the area created the shallow ponds adjacent to Lake 
Victoria near the golf course and also Buckley Park 
dunes. At the northern end of the lake are the remains of 
World War 2 defences including a tank trap (ditch), a 
concrete base for an anti-tank gun and small huts for the 
soldiers. The area also includes sections of salt marsh 
vegetation plus a Moonah woodland zone. 


Migratory shorebirds and wetland species, such as Little 
Egrets, use the mudflats of Swan Bay, Mud Island and 
Lake Victoria as feeding sites. Birdlife Australia 
recognises this zone as a Key Biodiversity Area and 
GFNC representatives have given advice on best 
management practices to enhance the habitat for the 
migratory waders. 


Our excursion 

We welcomed several new members and visitors to the 
outing led by Angus Hartshorn, a local resident and keen 
observer of the birdlife at Lake Victoria. The excursion 
began at Emily’s Pond, a freshwater area that collects 
stormwater from the Point Lonsdale area. Water from the 
pond can flow into Lake Victoria via a weir. Angus noted 
that Eurasian Coots had reared eleven young this 
summer. Hoary Headed Grebes have also nested on the 


Angus Hartshorn and Barry Lingham 





Hoary-headed Grebes 


Photos: Graham Possingham 


pond. Good views of ducks, grebes and a cormorant were 
enjoyed, but quickly forgotten in the excitement of the 
discovery of small crake-like birds just past the weir. 


Once the binoculars and scopes allowed clear viewing of 
the birds, we were able to identify a Lewin’s Rail and a 
Spotless Crake—these cryptic species are very rarely 
seen here so it was a huge bonus to be able to obtain 
clear views and watch them forage along the muddy 
edges of the wetland. A second Lewin’s Rail and another 
Spotless Crake were seen a short distance further along. 


Our path led past the old shell grit pits. One shell grit pond 
had completely dried but the second retained some water 
with a slightly raised area that played host to many 
roosting birds. Although many migratory waders had 
already moved off during the previous few weeks, there 
were good numbers of Red-necked Stints and a few 
Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and Curlew Sandpipers still 
remaining. The Red-capped Plover breeds around the 
lake margins and it was pleasing to see large numbers at 
the roost site. A few Double-banded Plovers—birds that 
migrate from New Zealand to over-winter in our 
region—were also spotted. 


Masses of Chestnut Teal and Grey Teal were present 
along with a good range of other waterfowl. The gathering 
of 19 Little Egrets, some with the partially yellow beaks of 
young birds, indicated a successful breeding event from 
the nearby colony at Queenscliff. 


The saltmarsh zones gave sightings of bush birds, 
including Striated Fieldwrens, Little Grassbirds and 
White-fronted Chats. The Grey Fantails had the distinctly 
dark markings that occur in the Tasmanian subspecies 
albiscarpa that move across Bass Strait to Victoria in 
autumn. The final tally of 41 species was impressive. 


https ://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S84315808 


Some participants then travelled to the Point Lonsdale 
Lighthouse to view more birds. The low tide exposed the 
rocks of Glaneuse Reef where Black-faced and Pied 
Cormorants were roosting. Further out to sea, Shy 
Albatross and Australasian Gannets were noted near a 
feeding seal. The highlight was observation of an Arctic 
Jaeger harassing gulls and terns near the outer edge of 
the rocks. 
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Frogs 


n the dam is a band of percussionists, reaching peak 

diversity and volume after dark. There are clicks, 
creaks and rattles, each sound belonging to a different 
species of frog. One of the most easily recognisable is 
the Eastern Pobblebonk, also known as the Banjo Frog. 
It calls its name loudly and quickly, ‘pobble, pobblebonk, 
pobblebonk, bonk, bonk’. The Spotted Marsh Frog 
sounds as if it is striking pebbles together, while Striped 
Marsh Frogs make a noise like a tennis ball being struck. 
The voice of the Common Froglet imitates the sound of 
winding up a watch. Southern Brown Tree Frogs make a 
continuous creaking call. Verreaux’s Tree Frogs have a 
fast high-pitched ‘weep weep weep’ call, rather like a 
bird. Sudell’s Frogs rattle like one of the wooden 
instruments played by children, a hollow tube with ribs on 
the outside, along which a stick is scraped. The Eastern 
Smooth Frog makes a high-pitched ‘pee-earp-pip-pipi-pip 
-pip-pip’, and if you are lucky enough to hear a deep 
growling call, it is a species endangered in Victoria, the 
Growling Grass Frog. 


While for us, it can be hard to distinguish individual calls 
in the cacophony, frogs have no such difficulty. All these 
sounds are the advertisements of male frogs, notifying 
females of their presence. As he calls, a thin sac of skin 
on his throat expands, so that his call is louder. He may 
also choose a location where his voice can reverberate 
off rock or an overhanging bank. The females are full of 
eggs and looking for a mate. Each listens carefully to the 
calls of frogs of her species, taking her time to select her 
preferred male. He may be the one with the deepest call, 
indicating that he is one of the largest males. When she 
approaches him, he jumps onto her back and hangs on, 
clasping her under the armpits or around the waist. In 
most species, the female is larger than the male, and 
often he has rough patches of skin on his feet to help him 
to stay on her back. The female carries him as she swims 
to a place where she wishes to lay her eggs. As she lays 
them, he releases sperm into the water to fertilise them. 
In some species, the eggs are laid in long strands. Others 
lay clusters of eggs, which they attach to vegetation. 
Some frogs allow their collections of eggs to sink to the 
bottom of the dam or stream. There are different 
strategies for producing the most surviving tadpoles. One 
species may lay only a few large eggs. Each egg will 
contain plenty of yolk to keep the developing tadpole fed, 
so it can stay inside and be well grown when it hatches. It 
will then have a better chance of escaping predators. 
Another species may lay large clumps of spawn 
containing many small eggs. Each egg contains only a 
small amount of yolk, so the tadpole will soon have to 
hatch to find food. Many will be eaten, but a few will 
survive. 


The majority of tadpoles do not live to become adults. 
Fish, yabbies and birds all eat tadpoles. Those that live 
long enough to metamorphose into adult frogs face more 
predators when they leave the water. Here they become 
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Wendy Cook 


food for snakes, lizards, more birds and some mammals. 
Tadpoles and frogs are also susceptible to pollution, 
including herbicides and pesticides used on farms. 
Throughout the world, frog populations are declining and 
sometimes becoming extinct, due to habitat destruction, 
climate change and infection by chytrid fungus, which 
infects the mouth parts of tadpoles and the skin of frogs. 
However, chytrid fungus does not seem to be a problem 
in the Meredith area. Although frogs do not survive in 
salty water, they can tolerate salinity better than the 
chytrid fungus can. Our soils and water are saline enough 
to kill the fungus, but not too salty for frogs to thrive. 


If you have frogs calling from a creek or dam near you, 
and you are curious to know more about them, you can 
download the Australian Museum's FrogID app. Using it, 
you can record the calls of frogs that you hear, and they 
will be identified by the Museum's frog experts. The app 
also provides you with information about the frogs that 
have been identified, and any others you wish to learn 
about, including their calls, description, habitat and 
tadpoles. The scientists use the calls that you record to 
learn where different species of frogs are living, and to 
follow changes in their populations over time. 
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March bird observations—some highlights 


he Geelong Botanic Gardens 
is a birding gem right on 
the doorstop of the Geelong CBD. Situated in Eastern 
Park, though sometimes overlooked, it is well recognised 
for its regular list of seasonal visitors. 


Late summer, autumn and winter are especially good 
times to enjoy the ‘passing parade’ as birds leave their 
spring-summer breeding grounds in the Otway Ranges 
and foothills. It is a joy to hear of the first Rufous Fantail 
arriving at this very site. This year, as expected, it was 
late February when the first birds of the season 


Rose Robin distribution maps, 2011-2021 








John Newman and Craig Morley 


appeared. Numerous observers enjoyed the gorgeous 
rufous, black and white plumage of these endearing 
birds. 


Not long after, the next sought-after species appeared in 
the form of Rose Robins. Please take a moment to 
appreciate the maps from eBird of the monthly 
distribution of the Rose Robin in our region from January 
to June over 2011—2021. Several birds including a 
beautifully plumaged male, sporting its deep rosy-pink 
chest, have been seen and photographed over the past 
few weeks. 

















Grey Fantails and several Golden Whistlers have also 
appeared in recent weeks. Fluctuating numbers of Grey 
Fantails recorded on consecutive visits would strongly 
indicate that the fortunate observers are bearing witness 
to a passage migration. A few of these migratory birds 
may remain in the Gardens over winter—so it’s worth 
keeping an eye on this area over coming weeks and 
months. The Bassian Thrush, though a moderately 
common species in the Otway Ranges, is always a treat 
to see on seasonal dispersion. This was certainly the 
case with an individual foraging in the leaf litter, freezing 
and blending into the background in the Geelong Botanic 
Gardens. 


A sub-adult Black-faced Monarch at Avalon was an 
amazing local record. A vagrant to the Geelong region, 


the species is usually a spring-summer migrant to the 
wetter forests east of Melbourne and rarely coming this 
far west. 


It was a delight to see a single Banded Stilt recently at 
Lake Victoria. We are still waiting on a large influx of 
these enigmatic Australian shorebirds after a few 
tantalising records earlier this year. Presumably suitable 
saline wetlands remain in inland Australia supporting the 
highly nomadic species. A few Double-banded Plovers 
were an unusual find at the Spring Creek Estuary and a 
beach-cast Sooty Shearwater, in good condition washed 
up at Ocean Grove, was an important find of rare species 
to our region. 


Our much revered breeding colony of Little Egrets at 
Queenscliff, the only known breeding colony of this 
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beautiful small egret in Victoria, has done well this 
summer with at least 23 juveniles observed and 
recorded. Nankeen Night Herons, on the Queenscliff 
mudflats, were also a welcome and unexpected sight, 
especially with twenty-six of them counted. 


Finally we love our roaming flocks of Yellow-tailed 
Black-Cockatoos in the Geelong region and there have 
been numerous records of small flocks of up to 30 birds 
recorded in recent weeks. You can peruse the seasonal 
movement of these birds in our region, and beyond, by 
following this link https://ebird.org/australia/explore Login 
to eBird and explore ‘species maps’ and add Yellow- 
tailed Black-Cockatoo in the search. You will discover 
maps generated in a similar way to those presented here 
for the Rose Robin. 








And before we finish for March, here are some notes 
about the bird records on the GFNC website. 


e Bird records prior to January 2017 have now been 
deleted from the website and archived. All these 
records have been submitted to eBird and have been 
used to produce the Geelong Bird Report covering 
those years. This publication can be downloaded as a 
PDF from the Publications option on the GFNC 


website https:/Awww.gfnc.org.au/about-us/publications 


All 2017—2020 records remain for viewing on the 
GFNC website. 


e All 2013—2020 observations from GFNC website have 
been submitted to eBird, as well as many tens of 
1000s of observations submitted directly to eBird by 
GFNC members and other observers. 











Carlisle River fauna survey 
11-14 March 2021 


he long-awaited fauna survey on Sand Pit Road, 

Carlisle River, was carried out during the second 
weekend in March as planned with mixed success. We 
managed to catch just three mammals, but collated a 
birdlist and a list of the invertebrates that we observed or 
photographed. 


The weather was fine and warm initially but rain began on 
Saturday afternoon so our Elliott and harp trapping, and 
invertebrate observations, were concluded sooner than 
we had intended. 


It was agreed that the site still has much to reveal and it 
is hoped we will be able to return at a later time to gain a 
better understanding of the area’s biodiversity. 


Weather 


Initially fine, warm and sunny with a temperature on 
Friday of 26°C; however, the forecast change arrived with 
rain on Saturday, bringing an early end to our harp and 
Elliott trapping. Smoke from ‘planned burns’ west of 
Carlisle River was obvious. 


Bird list 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


Elliott traps 
Four transects each of 10 traps were set out on Thursday 


and Friday nights. 
12/03/21: Dusky Antechinus A. swainsonii—male wt 47 g 
13/03/21: Agile Antechinus A. agilis—male wt 29 g 


Harp traps 
Two set for two nights. 


12/03/21: Large Forest Bat Vespadelus darlingtoni—male 
wt 5.5g, forearm 33.7 mm. 


(We noted the black spot on the lower lip and small penis, 
both characteristic features of the species.) 


Spotlight observations 
Common Ringtail Possum—one heard. 


Yellow-bellied Glider—one seen, four heard calling. 


Herptofauna observations 
Trunk-climbing Cool-Skink Pseudemoia spenceri. 


Brush Bronzewing 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Southern Boobook 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Australian King-Parrot 
Crimson Rosella 

Satin Bowerbird 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Southern Emuwren 
Superb Fair 
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Eastern Spinebill 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Crescent Honeyeater 
White-eared Honeyeater 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 

Striated Thornbill 

Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Currawong 


Grey Shrikethrush 
Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 
Rufous Fantail 
Grey Fantail 

Satin Flycatcher 
Little Raven 
Forest Raven 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Silvereye 
Beautiful Firetail 
Red-browed Finch 





March fauna report 


We have just received a draft revision of the names 
of Australian mammals, with several interesting 
changes; many are a change for grammar rather than 
species, for example Ring-Tailed Possum instead of 
Ringtail Possum. There are also some ‘splitting’ of former 
species. The Dusky Antechinus is now prefaced by 
Mainland as it is considered distinct from the Tasmanian 
species. There are a number of similar changes. With this 
now available, if not yet universally accepted, we can 
proceed with reviewing the new list and developing a 
‘drop-down list for the mammal observation pages. 


Koala: One heard during a spotlight survey in Cherry 
Tree Creek valley about 1 km from Lorne on 20 February, 
and one seen and three heard at night in the Sheoak 
Picnic Ground on 21 February (PHm). 


Sugar Glider: One heard at night in the Cherry Tree 
Creek valley on 20 February, and one heard in the 
Sheoak Picnic Ground on 21 February, both during 
spotlight surveys (PHm). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: Six heard calling during a 
spotlight survey in the Sheoak Picnic Ground in the 
Otway Ranges on 21 February (PHm). 


Common Ringtail Possum: On 25 February, at Balyang 
Sanctuary, one was seen huddled in a fork of a sheoak 
quite low down at 11.25 a.m.; it appeared to have an 
injured paw (SRo). 


Swamp Wallaby: A female with a joey in her pouch was 
noted drinking at adam at the You Yangs late afternoon 
on 25 February; the joey was active but did not leave the 
pouch (SRo). On 20 March two were observed on the 
grassy verge beside the Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Road at 
around 5.00 p.m. and one was noted beside the Deans 
Marsh-Lorne Road at 5.20 p.m. (JN). 


White-striped Freetail Bat: Several heard calling during 
a spotlight survey along Cherry Tree Creek valley in the 
Otways on 20 February (PHm). 


Rakali (Water Rat): One was seen in Sheaok Creek near 
Lorne about 300 m downstream from the picnic ground at 
9.50 a.m. on 21 February (PHm). Another was watched 
foraging in and out of shallow water around a partly 
submerged log beside Docklands ferry at 6.20 a.m. on 11 
March. There was lots of foot traffic in the area but it was 
still dark (LBo). 


Brown Rat: One found road-killed beside Cape Otway 
Road south-west of Moriac on 21 March. It had a head— 
body length of 20 cm, and the thick tail was 18 cm (TP). 


Australian Fur Seal: An adult male was seen off Lorne 
Pier on 21 February (PHm). 


Trevor Pescott for GFNC Fauna Group 


Among the reptile sightings this month are several of 
particular interest. 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: One heard while 
spotlighting in the Cherry Tree Creek area in the Otways 
on 20 February (PHm). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: One heard calling at Yaugher 
during the morning on 5 March (TP). At least four heard 
calling from a small dam at the camping ground off the 
Benwerrin-Mt Sabine Road in the Otways on 20 March 
(JN). 


Jacky Lizard: One moved quickly from the track into the 
bush at the Bert Boardman Reserve in the Brisbane 
Ranges on 27 February (HSc, LBr); three disturbed while 
checking flora beside the Bellarine Rail Trail adjacent to 
the Curlewis Golf Course on 28 February (BL). On 3 
March, a check of the tile grid in the Bannockburn 
Reserve North block, revealed an adult and a 10 cm-long 
juvenile under separate tiles (TP). 


Southern Water Skink: One was seen basking on the 
rocks near the mouth of the Grey River in the Otways on 
20 February (PHm). 


Spencer’s Skink (Trunk-climbing Cool-skink): One 
seen on the trunk of a dead tree, Grove Road, Lorne on 
22 February (PHm). 


McCoy’s Skink (Highlands Forest-skink): One found 
when moving compost at Yaugher on 5 March (TP). 


Blotched Bluetongue Lizard: A large individual basking 
on the track near the Steps Surf Break car park on 7 
March (GGt). 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard: On 19 March a juvenile 
about 10 cm long was seen, so presumably bred here. 
No adults have been seen for over a month in the garden 
in Highton where there were several regularly observed 
previously (GP). 


Lowlands Copperhead: One road-killed on the Great 
Ocean Road bridge over the Grey River in the Otways on 
20 February (PHm). 


Tiger Snake: One was seen swimming across the 
Barwon River from Red Gum Island to the golf course 
below Buckley Falls on 26 February; a fisherman in a 
kayak/canoe said it was the second seen by him in a 
couple of minutes (HSc, LBr). 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, 
Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John 
Newman; LBo, Louise Boustead; LBr, Lance Breguet; 
PHm, Peter Homan; SRo, Scott Rolphe; TP, Trevor 
Pescott. 
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Joining the iNat community 


| was first introduced to iNaturalist by Rod Lowther at a 
GFNC Plant Group meeting in June 2019. Rod explained 
the use of the database to us and we quickly joined the 
iNat community by creating profiles and uploading 
images of plants we had observed. 


Joining is easy and the nuts and bolts of uploading your 
images can be swiftly mastered—it’s fun! ‘How’ it’s done 
is simple to understand, but ‘why’ is more complex. 


For me, the value in participating in the iNat community is 
about learning and making a contribution to science in 
my own small way. By sharing photos of what | see in the 
natural world, and in helping other contributors by 
suggesting or supporting IDs for their observations (if | 
can), | improve my own knowledge and join the vast 
number of others who form the iNat worldwide 
community. 


I’m hooked on photography and fascinated by the plants 
and animals | see in my environment. Photography is my 


Bernie Lingham 


‘window’ into this world, opening up a world of learning. | 
could simply store the photos | take on my laptop, but by 
contributing them to the iNaturalist global community | am 
adding to a comprehensive and valuable biodiversity 
dataset, supporting research and conservation now and 
hopefully well into the future. Every time | log into iNat | 
see something new and learn something interesting. 
There’s some amazing plants and wildlife out there—not 
only from around the world but there is also so much in 
our own backyard. 


Everyone can become involved. You don’t need 
expensive camera gear or expert knowledge. The 
upcoming City Nature Challenge is a great opportunity to 
make a start and join others in recording the biodiversity 
in your local environment. Rod is running training 
sessions for new iNat users, and a discussion session for 
existing users (see below for details). Give it a go! 


CNC iNaturalist Training Sessions 


he City Nature Challenge is fast approaching, running 

from Friday 30 April until (end of) Monday 3 May. 
The review and identification period will continue to (end 
of) Sunday 9 May. 


309 locations have signed up—the highest number since 
the event started six years ago. This worldwide project 


can be viewed at https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/city 
-nature-challenge-2021 


Four locations are registered in Australia, with Melbourne 
Eastern Metropolitan joining for the first time. This entry is 
being jointly coordinated by several city councils with the 
support from the Field Naturalists Club of Victoria and the 
Entomological Society of Victoria. While the event this 
year is not being run as a competition but a nature- 
recording collaboration, it will be interesting to see how 
Geelong fares when compared to our more populous 
neighbour. 


The Geelong project https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/ 


city-nature-challenge-2021-geelong covers a region 
roughly equivalent to the Corangamite Catchment 


Management Authority zone, plus part of the Moorabool 
shire. In 2020, 139 people submitted observations to the 
Geelong bioblitzes. We hope more naturalists will 
contribute in 2021 given we are not restricted in our 
movements, as was the case in 2020 during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


For club members not familiar with the use of iNaturalist, 
two introductory Zoom training sessions will be held this 
month. Sessions run for approximately one hour. 
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We hope you are available to 


day event will automatically 


Rod Lowther 


Session 1, 4.00 p.m. Wednesday 21 April 
Join Zoom Meeting 


https://zoom.us/j/98199389010? 
pwd=MXVpK2pSUHJBd21INGNjaFBkYUJrUTO9 


Meeting ID: 981 9938 9010 
Passcode: CNC2021 


Session 2, 7.30 p.m. Wednesday 21 April 
Join Zoom Meeting 


https://zoom.us/j/91040321173? 
pwd=SGszdkZF SEUSOXBRMW5YdWJTajd6Zz09 


Meeting ID: 910 4032 1173 
Passcode: CNC2021 


A session is also planned for current iNaturalist users to 


cover some of the advanced features of the system that 
may help during the CNC BioBlitz. Details as follows: 


iNaturalist Users Discussion, 7.30 p.m. Tuesday 27 


April 


Join Zoom Meeting 


https://zoom.us/j/91412151504? 
pwd=ZEIzcilZFbOdMU0s4S2R1QVhFWjdEdz09 


Meeting ID: 914 1215 1504 
Passcode: CNC2021 






participate in the CNC on all 
or one of the days. Note that he 


Geelong BioBlitz region ee 
observations submitted to City 
iNaturalist during the four- Nature 
Challenge 
2021 


be assigned to the project. 


March Bird Group meeting report 


Making a difference for the Swift Parrot and other 
declining woodland birds—Chris Timewell, Woodland 
Bird Project Coordinator, BirdLife Australia 


ue to a range of historic and on-going threats since 

European colonisation, the migratory Swift Parrot 
now finds itself on the brink of extinction in the wild. 
Although many of the challenges and opportunities for the 
species’ recovery are in its Tasmanian breeding habitat, 
there is also much that can and is being done by 
governments, researchers, NGOs, community groups and 
individuals to improve the prospects of the Swift Parrot 
within its winter foraging grounds across south-eastern 
mainland Australia—including the greater Geelong area. 


A particular mainland challenge is the numerous critical 
knowledge gaps that are constraining the implementation 
of effective and timely conservation action. For example, 
there isn’t a clear explanation for the observed major 
geographic shifts in the winter habitat use of the Swift 
Parrot over recent years. Similarly, we have an 
incomplete understanding of triggers for their movement 
patterns within and between seasons; interactions with 
other species; and the variability in food availability over 
space and time. To an uncertain extent, most of these 
knowledge gaps appear to be directly or indirectly related 
to climate change. 


Although the existing long-term biannual citizen-science 
monitoring program for Swift Parrots and Regent 
Honeyeaters continues to improve our understanding of 
the ecology of these species, the program was not 
designed to answer these new and pressing conservation 
questions with the level of accuracy and certainty now 
required. The revised monitoring program, termed Swift 
Parrot Search, has therefore been specifically tailored to 
address these questions and with an enhanced scientific 
rigour and repeatability. While it has a central focus on 
Swift Parrots, the new method is also expected to shed 
light on many of our ‘at risk’ woodland birds. 


Over recent months, ecologists from BirdLife Australia 
and Australian National University have established more 
than 1200 fixed-point monitoring sites on public land 
throughout the known and potential mainland range of the 
Swift Parrot. On-going efforts in this space will see 
approximately 1200 additional sites established before 
the end of 2021. Each monitoring location has a unique 
identification code, and comprises a circular 50 metre 
radius search area. The establishment process involves a 
site visit, habitat assessment, photos, map production, 
tree and mistletoe identification and the development of 
instructions for access. 


Swift Parrot Search is to be rolled out during 2021 and 
early 2022, and will progressively replace the existing 
monitoring approach. Volunteer birdwatchers will still be 
critical to the success of the revised program, and will be 
encouraged and supported to undertake the vast majority 
of the targeted surveys. Using a soon-to-be launched 
Swift Parrot Search portal within the Birdata sightings 
repository, volunteer birdwatchers will undertake a 
5-minute search for Swift Parrots and any other birds 


present at these fixed locations. The availability of nectar 
and water are also separately documented. Although this 
survey can be undertaken at any time of year, volunteer 
birdwatchers will be particularly encouraged to collectively 
visit as many sites as feasible during biannual 6-week 
count periods. Hard-copy datasheets will also be made 
available for those seeking non-digital options for 
recording bird survey and habitat data in the field. 


In 2021, the biannual monitoring periods are: 


e Round 1: Saturday 24 April to Sunday 6 June (roughly 
centred on the traditional 3rd weekend in May) 


e Round 2: Saturday 17 July to Sunday 29 August 
(roughly centred on the traditional first weekend in 
August). 


Chance sightings of Swift Parrots and other target 
species outside of the 5-minute point counts at the fixed 
locations cannot be submitted as Swift Parrot Search 
surveys, but are still keenly sought. They can be 
separately lodged in Birdata under General Birdata 
Surveys. 


Approximately 50 monitoring locations have been 
established already in the greater Geelong area, including 
at Ocean Grove, Anglesea, Aireys Inlet, the You Yangs, 
Serendip Sanctuary and Bannockburn Bush. The full 
details and access instructions for each of these locations 
will be viewable under the Shared Sites option through 
the Birdata website, and as part of volunteer user guides 
and other support material to be made available on the 
program-specific webpage. 


For more information on this program and to get involved, 


please visit https://birdlife.org.au/swift-parrot, or get in 
touch with the Woodland Birds team at BirdLife Australia 


(woodlandbirds@birdlife.org.au). 


The Swift Parrot Search option within the Birdata 
website will soon be available at 
https://birdata.birdlife.org.au/record-survey. This option 
will also be available through the Birdata app for both 
Apple and Android-system smart phones. 





Swan Bay and Mud Islands Migratory Shorebird Site 
Action Plan—Marta Ferenczi, Migratory Shorebird 
Program Officer, BirdLife Australia 


Information about the shorebird monitoring: 
https://birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds/monitoring 


Resources to download: 
https://birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds/counter- 
resources 


The Site Action Plan site where all SAPs will gradually be 
uploaded: 


https://birdlife.org.au/projects/shorebirds/saps 


The documentary film about birdflu: 
https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=Gvay2N5TRfl 
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GFNC Excursion Bird Group excursion 
Sunday 18 April 2021 Thursday 22 April 2021 


You Yangs Regional Park Batesford in Autumn 


Leader: Rustem Upton Leaders: Bill Honey and Lynne Clarke 
Although greatly impacted by the last 180 years of 
European settlement, the You Yangs is still of great 
interest to the field naturalist—a place much-loved by 
many in our club and a place of great significance to the 
people of the Kulin Nation. Join us as we search for 
interesting flora and fauna species and visit places of 
cultural interest. Meet: 9.00 a.m. inside the gateway to the Flora and 
Fauna Sanctuary on the top of the hill in Dog Rocks Rd 
and immediately opposite the Rocks. Park inside the 
gate. 


This excursion provides a great opportunity to explore 
the Dog Rocks Flora and Fauna Sanctuary, and 
especially Bill Honey’s adjoining property. If there is 
time, we might also explore the neighbouring limestone 
quarry. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Big Rock carpark. Enter from Branch 
Rd, pass the park office and follow the signs to the 
Carpark. 

You can use these coordinates to find the exact position 
where you should turn in from Dog Rocks Road: 

- 38.097353, 144.267539, though someone should be 
outside the gate to greet you. 


We will take a walk around Big Rock and look for Brittle 
Greenhoods. We will then proceed around the Great 
Circle Drive to the east of the park, where we shall walk to 
the Bunjil Geoglyph (about 2 km return along a gentle 
slope). Bring: Binoculars, hat, sunscreen, camera, field guides, 
and water, snacks, etc. to carry for morning tea. Bring 
lunch if you wish to stay on after finishing at about noon. 
Sturdy shoes for walking, long pants and wet weather 
Bring: Drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, binoculars, || gear if forecast conditions suggest it on the day. 
sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, field guides will all be || NB there are no toilets, but a short drive to Fyansford 
useful. would enable you to find facilities. 


Contact: Rustem Upton 0439 414 398 Contact: Bill Honey 0400 466 399 or Lynne Clarke 
0439 390 801 


We'll probably finish around 1.00 p.m., so do bring lunch if 
you wish. 


Note: GFNC excursions are cancelled if a Total Fire Ban 
is declared. 








Next fauna surveys Parrot nest box available 


It was our intention to alternate month-by-month our Built in accordance with directions and dimensions for 


CCMA Grassy Eucalypt Woodland (GEW) surveys with rosellas/lorikeets in the Gould League nest box book. 
other local areas. However, our planned GEW survey has Fully insulated, internal climbing lattice, external foot 
been delayed until next month and the site selected for grips to access entry hole, sheltered frontage, four coats 


April is in the Bambra section of the Otway Ranges. of non-toxic paint, floor vents, waterproof lid as per 
supplied photos. 

The meeting place for each day is the Bambra hall and 

tennis courts at the west end of the Bambra-Airey’s Inlet 


Road, close to the Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Road. The box was made by a keen person who contacted 


GFNC for instructions and built the box but had no 


Meet: Thursday 8 April at the Bambra hall at 1.00 p.m. || "ants through last spring summer. 


Friday 9 to Sunday 11 at the hall at 8.00 a.m. The maker is now offering it ‘free to a good home’. 
Please contact Craig if you are interested, 
The next GEW survey is planned for Thursday 6 to craigmorleyS@bigpond.com . 


Sunday 9 May with final details not yet settled. These will 
be circulated as soon as they are finalised. 


The June survey will be from Thursday 10 to Sunday 13, 
weather permitting. 


Contact: Trevor Pescott, ppescott@gmail.com 
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Coming events 





MAY 2021 


APRIL 2021 
6 AGM—Members Night: Jess Lill (CCMA)—Victorian 4 
Volcanic Plains Grassy Eucalypt Project & Ammie 
Jackson (DELWP)—The Linear Reserves Project: 6-9 
Protecting and Enhancing Natural Temperate 11 
Grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plains 
8-11 Fauna survey: Bambra 
13 Plant Group: Beth Ross—An introduction to grasses 15-16 
15 Bird Group: Harry Saddler—Urban nature 16 
16-18 SEANA activity (AGM)—Hamilton 20 
18 Excursion: You Yangs 22 
19 Meeting (Mon): New committee 27 
22 Bird Group Excursion: Batesford 


30/4-3/5 City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 


General Meeting: Matt Montemurro—Marine mammals of 
Victoria’s southwest coast 

Fauna survey: CCMA Grassy Eucalypt Woodlands cont. 
Plant Group: Workshop—Review of Bioblitz; More 
Brisbane Ranges plants 

Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 

Excursion: Eastern Park and GBG 

Bird Group: Nigel Jackett—In search of the Night Parrot 
Boneseed pull—You Yangs (possibly Sunday as well) 
Bird Group Excursion: Winchelsea (private property) 





GFNC COMMITTEE 2020-2021 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Vacant 
Vacant 


Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 


Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 
Trevor Hodson 


Bernie Lingham 
Naomi Wells 


Chris White 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 


lingham@tpg.com.au 
naomicwells@gmail.com 


chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair 


Publications and Communication 
Subcommittee Chair 


Geelong Naturalist Editors) 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 


Deborah Evans 
Barry Lingham 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 

Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Graham Possingham 
Craig Morley 


Rustem Upton 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 
Barry Lingham 


Chrissy Freestone 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw577@gmail.com 
Iphelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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